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A r t i c l e 6 P a r a g r a p h 1 o f t h e C o v e n a n t o n C i v i l a n d P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s 
p r o v i d e s : 

"Every Human being has the right to life. This right shall be protected 
by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life. " 

T h e R i g h t t o li f e is the s u p r e m e r i g h t from w h i c h a l l o t h e r rights emanate, 
f o r w i t h o u t l i f e , there are n o rights t o speak o f 

States h a v e the sup r e m e d u t y t o pre v e n t a r b i t r a r y loss o f li f e . T h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s H u m a n R i g h t s C o m m i t t e e , the trea t y m o n i t o r i n g b o d y f o r the 
In t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t o n C i v i l a n d P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s has called a t t e n t i o n t o 
the s u p r e m a c y o f t h e r i g h t t o l i f e . I n its G e n e r a l C o m m e n t N o . 6, i t 
underscores that State parties s h o u l d t a k e measures n o t o n l y t o p r e v e n t a n d 
p u n i s h d e p r i v a t i o n o f li f e b y c r i m i n a l acts, b u t also t o p r e v e n t a r b i t r a r y 
k i l l i n g b y t h e i r o w n security forces . . . the l a w m u s t st r i c t l y c o n t r o l a n d 
l i m i t t h e circumstances i n w h i c h a persoij^ m a y be de p r i v e d o f his l i f e b y 
su c h authorities. 

r f 

Ang Karapatang Pantao ay para sa lahat, Panindiga|i rtatin ito. 
Commonwealth Avenue, U P . C o m p l e x , \ ) i l i m a n , 1 1 0 1 . Quezon City, Philippines 

T e L N o s . 9 2 7 - 0 1 7 2 . 9 2 8 - 2 0 1 8 



The P l i g h t of F i l i p i n o Journalists 

Regardless o f frontiers, i t is the r i g h t o f e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l , o f e v e r y h u m a n 
b e i n g t o express t h e i r o p i n i o n a n d t o receive i n f o r m a t i o n . B o t h the p r i n t and 
broadcast m e d i a h a v e b e e n v e r y effective avenues f o r s u c h interactions. T h e 
f i e l d o f j o u r n a l i s m has p r o v i d e d crafted p r o p a g a t i o n o f t r u t h f i i l insights 
e d u c ating a n d i n v i t i n g the a t t e n t i o n o f the c u r i o u s i n c l u d i n g the less 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e . 

T h e P h i l i p p i n e s , b e i n g a d e m o c r a t i c a n d r e p u b l i c a n state, subscribes t o 
the thesis that h u m a n d i g n i t y is best d e t e r m i n e d w h e n there exists freedom 
i n the exchanges o f v i e w s . I n quintessence, the ideal is t o a l l o w the free f l o w 
o f ideas. Jurisprudence is replete w i t h cases u p h o l d i n g freedom o f speech 
a n d o f e x p r e s s i o n as m o r e t h a n legal rhetorics enshrined i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
w i t h s u c h s t r o n g m a n d a t e . 

The Spate of K i l l i n g s 

A c c o r d i n g t o n e w s reports, s o m e t w e n t y - t h r e e F i l i p i n o j o u r n a l i s t s h a d 
b e e n s l a i n f o r the past three years. S u c h figure raises t o 6 6 the n u m b e r o f 
m e d i a personalities k i l l e d since the r e s t o r a t i o n o f d e m o c r a c y i n the 
P h i l i p p i n e s . K i l l i n g o f j o u r n a l i s t s is a n affront t o freedom o f the press. T h e 
c a l l o n the g o v e r n m e n t t o address the pressing issues o f m e d i a k i l l i n g s 
w i t h o u t d e l a y w h i c h resounds m o r e s t r o n g l y w i t h e v e r y j o u r n a l i s t attacked 
a n d m a u l e d , h a d t a k e n t o the streets j o u r n a l i s t s , h u m a n rights advocates a n d 
f a m i l i e s o f t he v i c t i m s . 

T h i s r e s o u n d i n g c a l l has already c o m e from outside o u r borders. T h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s has b e e n branded as o n e o f the m o s t dangerous places f o r 
j o u r n a l i s t s , a n epithet that is c e r t a i n t o be r e m e m b e r e d i n i n f a m y , b u t m u c h 
is left t o be desired o n the course o f a c t i o n that has been advanced. 
Journalists c o n t i n u e t o be h o u n d e d b y those w h o t a k e n o pleasure o n h a v i n g 
grievances r e p o r t e d a n d c r i t i c i z e d albeit progressive a n d a i m e d at a c h i e v i n g 
transparency i n the e n t i r e t y o f g o v e r n m e n t ' s o p e r a t i o n a l framework, 
i n c l u d i n g the l i v e s o f the i n f l u e n t i a l w h o t h r i v e o n the P h i l i p p i n e s ' 
l a n g u i s h i n g YQSomcQ^./^cA^ / 
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Establishins the Besinninss of I m p u n i t y 

I m p u n i t y exists i n the P h i l i p p i n e s because the k i l l i n g s o f j o u r n a l i s t s are 
c o m m o n p l a c e , t h e y c o n t i n u e unabated a n d b r a z e n w h e r e perpetrators are 
r a r e l y f o u n d a n d p u n i s h e d . T h e y trace t o a p a t t e r n o f acquiescence a n d 
c o m p l a c e n c y o n the cases o f k i l l i n g s , i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d c o l l e c t i v e l y . 

A m n e s t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l p o i n t s that i m p u n i t y ' m a y occur w h e n the 
a u t h o r i t i e s f a i l t o investigate h u m a n rights v i o l a t i o n s , a n d e v e n w h e n t h e y 
do, [they] d o n o t proceed q u i c k l y and d i l i g e n t l y and [do n o t observe] 
r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards . . . l i k e w i s e , there is i m p u n i t y o f facts, n o t 
o n l y w h e n the g o v e r n m e n t fails t o b r i n g the culprits o f h u m a n rights 
v i o l a t i o n s before the courts, but also w h e n i t prosecutes o n l y s o m e 
i n d i v i d u a l s . ' 

I m p u n i t y c a n also be u n d e r s t o o d as the absence o r inadequacy o f 
penalties and/or c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r m a s s i v e a n d grave v i o l a t i o n s o f the 
h u m a n rights o f i n d i v i d u a l s o r groups o f i n d i v i d u a l s . ' H o w e v e r , i n t h i s 
case, P h i l i p p i n e l a w is replete w i t h p r o v i s i o n s o n the p r o t e c t i o n o f the r i g h t 
t o l i f e . T h e R e v i s e d P e n a l C o d e defmes m u r d e r i n A r t i c l e 2 4 8 as the ' k i l l i n g 
o f a p e r s o n w i t h attendant circumstances o f treachery, superior strength f o r a 
price o r r e w a r d , b y f i r e , p o i s o n , e x p l o s i o n o r b y a n y m e a n s i n v o l v i n g great 
w a s t e , e v i d e n t p r e m e d i t a t i o n o r w i t h c r u e l t y ' . I t has l i k e w i s e defined fair 
t r i a l a n d has u n d e r s cored the i m p o r t a n c e o f due process. B u t the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f de facto p r o t e c t i o n o f the r i g h t t o life m u s t also be 
concentrated u p o n . 

Effects of I m p u n i t y 

I m p u n i t y presages the absence o f the r u l e o f l a w , essential i n m a i n t a i n i n g 
o r d e r a n d stability, a c o n d i t i o n c o n d u c i v e f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f h u m a n rights. 

I m p u n i t y destabilizes the socio - p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . F a i t h i n l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t a n d the j u s t i c e s y s t e m is so eroded that the r u l e o f l a w is 
replaced b y the r u l e o f m e n . I m p u n i t y breeds b r a z e n acts o f v i o l a t i o n o f 
h u m a n rights. I t is a n obstacle t o the d e v e l o p m e n t a n d the a d v a n c e m e n t o f a 
d e m o c r a t i c s y s t e m . A culture o f i m p u n i t y has led t o c o n t i n u e d a r b i t r a r y 
k i l l i n g s a n d has c o n t r i b u t e d t o the u n c o n t r o l l a b l e s p i r a l i n g o f y i o l e 



W h a t are the signs that i m p u n i t y has set i n ? T h e excuse o f ' n o available 
w i t n e s s ' m u s t be e x a m i n e d . Is the ' n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y ' based o n the n o n ­
existence o f a n actual w i t n e s s o r are people afraid t o stand as witnesses? O r 
are a uthorities n o t diligent e n o u g h t o f m d t h e m ? V i c t i m s ' relatives w h o m a y 
h a v e w i t n e s s e d the k i l l i n g s o r h a v e s o m e k n o w l e d g e o f it h a v e n o succor 
from the g o v e r n m e n t t a s k e d n o t o n l y t o protect the r i g h t t o life but enable 
those w h o s e lives h a v e been d e p r i v e d u n l a w f t i l l y t o seek j u s t i c e . T h e 
actions o r o m i s s i o n s o f the State is e q u a l l y t e l l i n g o f t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t t o the 
o b l i g a t i o n t o u p h o l d the r i g h t t o l i f e . 

I n this spate o f k i l l i n g s speculations o n the character o f the v i c t i m s h a v e 
b e e n r i f e . B y this fact alone, the state m u s t act t o avert the practice n o t t o 
c o n d o n e i t b y its i n a c t i o n . H u m a n R i g h t s are f o r a l l h u m a n beings, n o 
j u d g m e n t s c a n be m a d e about peoples' characters before g o v e r n m e n t 
decides t o get u p a n d address the situation. 

W h i l e q u i c k t o p o i n t o u t that a l l h u m a n beings h a v e the r i g h t t o l i f e , 
c e r t a i n persons, w h o s e p r o f e s s i o n is t o safeguard h u m a n rights m u s t also be 
e x a m i n e d . T h i s is n o t t o say that there is a greater need t o protect persons 
s u c h as j o u r n a l i s t s , l a w y e r s , advocates o r so called h u m a n rights defenders 
o v e r ' o r d i n a r y c i t i z e n s ' , but there m u s t be s o m e p r o t e c t i o n f o r the 
professions that k e e p a l i v e the sanctity o f h u m a n rights. 

T h e f a i l u r e t o f o l l o w u p a c t i o n o n m u r d e r s o f j o u r n a l i s t s w i t h t h o r o u g h 
a n d effective investigations exposes t h e m as 'easy' targets f o r a n y o n e w i t h a 
grudge'^ B u t m o r e t h a n that, the k i l l i n g o f a j o u r n a l i s t greatly affects the 
r i g h t o f people t o i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e i r right t o benefit from press freedom. 
W h o w a s k i l l e d is as e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t as w h a t w a s e x t i n g u i s h e d w i t h the 
k i l l i n g o f j o u r n a l i s t s , the t r u t h . 

The Role of the Commission on H u m a n Rishts 

Is the C o m m i s s i o n m e r e l y d u p l i c a t i n g w h a t l a w e n f o r c e m e n t is d o i n g o r 
n o t d o i n g ? V i c t i m s g o t o the C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s because t h e y 
see i t as a n agency o f last resort. W h a t m a k e s ' s i m p l e m u r d e r s ' a case o f 
h u m a n rights v i o l a t i o n a n d n o t m e r e l y a case fo r the P o l i c e t o handle as a 



T h e r o l e o f the C o m m i s s i o n i n this particular case is t o l o o k at h o w 
G o v e r n m e n t has responded. T h i s C o m m i s s i o n m u s t c l a r i f y the o b l i g a t i o n s 
e m a n a t i n g from b e i n g a State p a r t y t o pertinent h u m a n rights treaties i t has 
c o m m i t t e d t o . W e m u s t see a w i l l i n g n e s s o n the part o f the g o v e r n m e n t t o 
u p h o l d the r i g h t t o lif e and m u s t e x a m i n e its r e a l inabilities t o u p h o l d the 
sanctity o f h u m a n l i f e . 

I n v i e w o f the f o r e g o i n g , the C H R P m u s t e x a m i n e the response o f the 
n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t a n d assess its w i l l i n g n e s s and i d e n t i f y the obstacles i n 
r e s p o n d i n g t o its o b l i g a t i o n s o n the r i g h t t o l i f e . 

Role of M e d i a 

E v e n as the k i l l i n g s o f j o u r n a l i s t s s e e m t o be a regular k i s m e t i n the 
c o u n t r y a n d injustice resonates from the said executions w h i l e the P h i l i p p i n e 
g o v e r n m e n t h a d b e e n m a r r e d b y irreverent and profane n a m e - c a l l i n g from 
t he engaging l o t , t h e e l e m e n t a l r o l e o f responsible journalism cannot be 
placed i n disregard. T h i s is so because t h e society is c o m p r i s e d b y 
fiinctioning s t i m u l i f o u n d i n the l i v e s o f people w h o keep up w i t h the issues 
m o s t l y f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . S u c h m y r i a d o f i n f o r m a t i o n w h e t h e r t h e y are factual 
o r o p i n i o n a t e d necessarily affect the reasoning o f the audience o r reader, 
hence its consequences m u s t n o t be b o r n e b y a select group. 

T h e r e inheres i n j o u r n a l i s m a ca l l f o r stringent standard o f 
pr o f e s s i o n a l i s m . T h i s standard cannot be underrated i n that i t is the v e r y 
c r u x o f th e r i g h t u n d e r t h e m a n t l e o f security w h i c h t h e l a w affords. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , m e d i a cannot j u s t be the recipient o f generous attention. O r d e r 
is a d y n a m i c a n d p a r t i c i p a t o r y u n d e r t a k i n g that calls f o r c o m m i t m e n t o n a l l 
interested parties w h o d e m a n d f o r its sustained i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 

Journalists a n d t h e i r respective organizations s h o u l d be w i l l i n g t o accept 
shared r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w i t h t h e state, its inst r u m e n t a l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g its 
m i l i t a r y a r m so as t o create a m e c h a n i s m c o n d u c i v e t o a democ r a t i c and 
i n t e l l i g e n t exchanges o f i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s a n d entities s h o u l d 
e n d e a v o r t o encourage strict e n f o r c e m e n t o f regulations that confer u p o n 
t h e m rights a n d at the same t i m e consider e x p l o i t i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
propose o r l o b ^ y _ f o r l e g i s l a t i o n that are p a r t i c u l a r l y t a i l o r e d f o r the^.emcems 
o f t h e i r trade 
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Role of the N a t i o n a l Government 

I f a state fails t o p r e v e n t i m p u n i t y for perpetrators o f k i l l i n g s , this raises 
the issue o f state r e s p o n s i b i l i t y under i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . States h a v e a n 
o b l i g a t i o n u n d e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w t o ensure that suspected perpetrators are 
h e l d responsible f o r t h e i r actions. I f a state does n o t prosecute i n d i v i d u a l s 
w h i c h i t suspects o f h a v i n g b e e n i n v o l v e d i n a n u n l a w f u l k i l l i n g , i t has failed 
i n its o b l i g a t i o n s u n d e r h u m a n rights i n t e m a t i o n a l l a w . 

N a t i o n a l G o v e r n m e n t m u s t r e s p o n d t o the spate o f k i l l i n g s , i n d i v i d u a l l y 
a n d c o l l e c t i v e l y : 

1. T h e r e m u s t be f u l l a n d p r o p e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n f o r i n d i v i d u a l cases. A n 
account o f w h a t has happened m u s t be presented t o the f a m i l i e s o f t he 
v i c t i m s a n d the general p ublic. 

2 . N a t i o n a l G o v e r n m e n t m u s t be able t o r e s p o n d at the l e v e l o f the 
c o l l e c t i v e . I t m u s t craft a m e c h a n i s m t o d e t e n n i n e the patterns i n the 
k i l l i n g s w i t h t he o b j e c t i v e o f o b t a i n i n g i n f o r m a t i o n o n profiles o f 
v i c t i m s w i t h indicators u t i l i z e d b y the perpetrators. A m a p p i n g o n the 
l o c a t i o n , m i l i e u a n d o c c u p a t i o n o r i n v o l v e m e n t s o f the v i c t i m s as w e l l 
as the alleged perpetrators s h o u l d be r i g o r o u s l y d e t e r m i n e d . F r o m 
this, t h e y c a n i d e n t i f y hotspots, and designate m o r e patrols i n the area 
o r s t a t i o n a regular p o s t i n g i n the area, 

3. A credible w i t n e s s p r o t e c t i o n p r o g r a m that w o u l d encourage 
witnesses t o c o m e f o r w a r d m u s t be established. T h e factor o f trust 
c a n o n l y be regained w i t h a credible w i t n e s s p r o t e c t i o n p r o g r a m . 

Role of the Judiciary 

I t c a n n o t be o v e r e m p h a s i z e d that a state's j u d i c i a l s y s t e m has a w e l l -
e n t r e n c h e d m a r k o n t h e efficacious e n f o r c e m e n t o f l a w s that g o v e r n order i n 
the society. U p o n e v e r y court, lies the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o p r o n o u n c e the 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e n a l t y f o r a n i n f r a c t i o n . I t w i e l d s tJie a u t h o r i t y t o i m p o s e 
consequent o b l i g a t i o n s f o r the advantage o f the w r o n g e d . I t restores w h a t 
c a n be r e t r i e v e d a n d compensates f o r losses o t h e r w i s e non-recoverable. 

M o r e t h a n the d e n o t a t i o n o f r e t r i b u t i o n t o a l a y m a n h o w e v e r , the courts 
are n o t j u s t f o r a f o r b r a n d i s h i n g the s w o r d o f w o r t h w h i l e v i c t i m s o f i l l -
c o n c e i v e d retaliations f o r b o n a fide exercise o f press freedony/Every 



last resort, b e c o m e s the l a w o f the land. I t indoctrinates a n d mandates w h a t 
has t o be f o l l o w e d as in t e r p r e t a t i o n o f statutes. 

W i t h its w e l l - r e c o g n i z e d a n d r e v e r e d f u n c t i o n , courts m u s t c o n t i n u e t o be 
steadfast i n the w i s d o m o f stare decisis w h e r e freedom o f speech and o f the 
press are concerned. T h i s is so i n that the l a w holds sacred a pers o n ' s r i g h t 
t o the said freedom o f speech, o f e x p r e s s i o n a n d o f the press that o n l y w h e n 
the e v i l sought t o be a v o i d e d is grave, i m m i n e n t a n d p o s i t i v e l y present m a y 
the g o v e r n m e n t interfere. 

Role of the Legislative Department 

T h e R e p u b l i c o f the P h i l i p p i n e s adopts a c i v i l l a w s y s t e m so called 
because it sources its l a w s from statutes o r legislations. T h u s it is quite 
essential i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e a m a n t l e o f security t o a l l entities that c o n c e r n 
t h e m s e l v e s w i t h t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f press freedom t o enact l a w s that w i l l 
p r o v i d e d e f i n i t i v e standard o n w h a t the opposed shall h a v e t o und e r g o i n 
e v e r y a t t e m p t t o bar o r c u r t a i l free exercise o f o p i n i o n . 

T h e legislature m u s t c o m m i t i t s e l f i n i m p o s i n g measures t o cou n s e l as 
w e l l as advocate h u m a n rights. I t has t o e m b r a c e the necessity f o r p r a g m a t i c 
approaches i n the a p p r e c i a t i o n o f j o u r n a l i s m and s i m i l a r discipline. I t has t o 
reco g n i z e that the d i s c o u r a g i n g effect o f the f e l o n i o u s affront t o j o u r n a l i s t s 
g r a v e l y disturb t h e e q u i l i b r i u m o f the c o u n t r y p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e cha n n e l 
t h r o u g h w h i c h i n f o r m a t i o n is disseminated. 

I t is h i g h t i m e that P h i l i p p i n e l a w s p r o v i d e responsive regulations as t o 
the practice o f p r o f e s s i o n because sans a meas u r e o f p r o t e c t i o n f o r b o t h 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d entities licensed t o a v a i l o f the exercise o f press freedom, 
aggression from the antagonists r e m a i n s a concern. 

Campaign asainst I m p u n i t y 

F i n a l l y , the C o m m i s s i o n together w i t h a l l branches o f G o v e r n m e n t at a l l 
levels a n d v a r i o u s p r i v a t e sectors m u s t l a u n c h a ' C a m p a i g n against 
I m p u n i t y ' . T h i s s h o u l d n o t o n l y focus o n the existence o r absence o f 
penalties t o i m p u n i t y o n state actors but m u s t also consider c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r 
the v i c t i m s o f i m p u n i t y . T h e o b l i g a t i o n t o protect a n d p r o m o t e a l l h u m a n 

its includes t h e o b l i g a t i o n b y the State t o p u n i s h w r o n g d o e 
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accordance w i t h due process a n d a l l o w t h e m t o compensate o r repair the 
h a r m caused t o society r e s u l t i n g from the v i o l a t i o n o f the r i g h t t o l i f e . 

T h e c a m p a i g n t a rgetin g against i m p u n i t y m u s t t a k e r o o t at the l e v e l o f 
l o c a l g o v e r n a n c e . T h e spate o f k i l l i n g s t a r g e t i n g j o u r n a l i s t s c a n be the first 
cause o f t he c a m p a i g n against i m p u n i t y . 

V i s i l a n c e i n M o n i t o r i n g 

A b s e n c e o f the p u b l i c eye a l l o w s the state t o escape c o n d e m n a t i o n . 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s , f a m i l i e s o f v i c t i m s , p u b l i c interest 
groups i n c l u d i n g n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l organizations and m e d i a s h o u l d c o m e 
together t o create a b o d y f o r c l o s e l y m o n i t o r i n g the k i l l i n g s o f j o u r n a l i s t s . 

B r i n g i n g t h e k i l l i n g s o f j o u r n a l i s t s i n t o the p u b l i c eye is a c a l l f o r the 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y o f P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e n t i n the p r o t e c t i o n and p r o m o t i o n o f 
the r i g h t t o l i f e . 

E v e r y o n e has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o cooperate and challenge i m p u n i t y . 
M o r e t h a n c o n d e m n a t i o n w e m u s t seek s o l u t i o n s a n d b u i l d bridges t o 
e l i m i n a t e the u n l a w f i i l d e p r i v a t i o n o f l i v e s . W e ui'ge a l l F i l i p i n o s t o rise 
tasks. 

P r o g r a m of Action 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s endeavors t o establish a n e t w o r k o f 
c o o r d i n a t i n g entities a n d groups o f i n d i v i d u a l s representing g o v e r n m e n t 
agencies, n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l offices, i n c l u d i n g m e d i a personalities that w i l l 
w o r k t o g e t h e r t o f o r m u l a t e a n d propose feasible s o l u t i o n s t o the aggressive 
s i t u a t i o n o f m e d i a k i l l i n g s . 

T h e r e v i e w o f P h i l i p p i n e l a w s and the status o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n are 
i n c l u d e d i n the agenda. F u r t h e r , a n e v a l u a t i o n o f the adequacy o f e x i s t i n g 
statutes a n d the e x t e n t o f h o w said statutes h a v e so far w o r k e d t o the 
advantage o f press freedom are integrated. I t is expected that the 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f p r i o r i t y actions w o u l d pave the w a y f o r r e v e r b e r a t i n g 
message t o a l l F i l i p i n o s as w e l l as t o a l l peoples o f the w o r l d that it is the 
trust o f the c o n s o l i d a t e d e f f o r t t o assist F i l i p i n o j o u r n a l i s t s , a n d the m e d i a i n 
general. I t is designed t o o b t a i n j u s t i c e f o r the s l a i n j o u r n a l i s t s irrespective o f 
the m o t i v e o f those w h o carried i t o u t i n that a l o n g w i t h the d e m i s e o f e^ 

m b e r o f the m e d i a c a m e the destruction o f the source o f v a l u a b l e m g 
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i n s i g h t f u l i n f o r m a t i o n o n e v e r y d a y affairs o f l i f e . I t l i k e w i s e bears stressing 
that w i t h t h e conf i d e n t m o v e t o advance press freedom, m o r e F i l i p i n o s 
w o u l d share i n the r e w a r d s o f a n i n f o r m e d a n d educated n a t i o n expected t o 
craft a m e c h a n i s m f o r the g o v e r n m e n t that is the u l t i m a t e b u l w a r k o f 
fash i o n e d i n p a i n s t a k i n g e f f o r t t o achieve the ideals o f a d e m o c r a t i c society. 

D o n e i n Q u e z o n C i t y , P h i l i p p i n e s o n this 15"^ day o f J u l y 2 0 0 5 . 

Commissioner Commissioner 
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